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Expanding the Co-op Movement:

This past year a new
OSCA-related corperation was
craated, OSCA Properties is a

501{ci3 not-for-profit ecucational

and charitable corporation.
QSCA itself is a 501(c)7 not-ior-
profit and is mLich more limited
terms of what it can put its
money toward than the newer
comoration.

Every member of OSCA is
also & member of OSCA Prop-
erties since the corporations
share the same board &nd
officers. However, OSCA
Propertiss is open to
non-studerts as well.

The formation of OSCA
Properties shows our resoive to
follow the ideotogical roots that
run &l the way back to the first
Pyle inn Cooparative in the
195{'s. It ailows us o give

Q8CA Properiies

by Graf Douglas

schaolarshigs to low income
students.

While the acholarships are
small right now, only sbout a

The Center will be a major
part of OSCA's thiust to expand
the cooperative movement in
our college as well as the

quarter of the cammunity.
board bill fora  § SO shows s lt would help
handiut of . ' arrange and
students, the resolve 1o follow the fund student
Scholarship and ideological ronts that work-study
Finance Lom- riin afl the way back o programs
mittees have . . . and intern-
mapped out the first Co-operative ships with
policies to | in the 19507 local

insure growth < community

through socially responsible
investing.

OSCA Properties wili also be.
the springboard to broadening
our contact with the town,
allowing non-residents to join
Fulter and Bliss co-ops, QU
aff-campus houses, as well as
enakbling the creation of a Center
for Co-gperative Stucies.

co-ops, and provide experience
and funding to other
ca-operatives around Ohio,
either as thay start up or sesk o
expand

We will also be able o bring
in a scholar- in-residence for a
semester and have a support
hase for ExCo classes and
Eommunity seminars.

Growing up
Co-op Slyle

b Tracy Murry

I'm the Area Coordinator for
the cooperatives at Oberlin
Coliege. Hopefully, those of you
itaf have graduated from
Dberlin the last couple of years
know me. | have been the CAG
fow three years. I'm afiaison
petween OSCA and the College,
as well as an advisor o OS0A
and the individual members of
OSCA.

When | was asked to con-
tripute to the Alumni newsletter,
| thought about what | weuld
write but nothing really came (o
mind. But eventually | decided
that i'd ike to tell you about my
dauchter, Howan.

She's four menths old and
loves living iny_Tank, She is s0

sociable we have to take her out
in public once a day to get her
fix of people. She is the most
special person in my life. | used
1o think that it was my responsi-
bility to make a difference in this
watld and to make the world a
better place for everyone.

| now know that my
responsibility is to nurture and
support this special lady so that
she feels that she can make a
difference in this world and
make it a hatter place for every-
one. | don't think we can change
the world, we can only change
our view of the wortd.

b know, | know. Feople who
know me are choking on their
tofu right now. | can hear it now,
“Tracy is being positive. Just
wait, it is a trick. Where's the
punch Iine?” Wel, 1 figured out
how to be positive. Stay up all

night with a baby wha is 80
stuffy with a sinus probiem that
she can't breathe and you're
frazzled. Several days of this,
and even | am forced to lock on
the bright side of things.

Seriously, though. Next year
| am thinking about facilitating
an ExCo course about stucent
co-cps. | would tike to research
the history of student co-ops at
different institutions and also
their relationships with schools.
H you have any information of
personal experience (like,
bringing up a child in a co-on,
for instance), that might prove
valuable, please email me. |
thirk the course would be very
informative and would create
positive discussions about
OSBCA and its future.

tracy.murry @ oberlin.edu
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OSCA and the Community

by Kats Donaldson-Fletehar

Last fall | thought | had the
best co-on job in the world.
Every Friday afterncon | woldd
drive the OSCA truck cut to the
Amish farms to pick up food.
Fgot to watch the seasens
change in the famm lands
surrounding Qberlin from late
summer, to fall, to winter as
| drove. | glao estabiished
refationships with the famitiss |
saw every week,

attending block mestings,
community meetings, and
printed a pamphiet about what
OSCA can do for nenstudents
{mainly concerming low-interast
lcans).

We had a table at the 500
anniversary celebration for the
International Declaration of
Human Fights and applied far a
Hewlett grant to create an

conference | &lso discovered
how much being the Community
lLiaison, if even for only a short
time at that peint,-had influenced
tmy thinking. | ne longer felt that
if we aren’t hurting anything then
we are being good neighbors. |
fes! like we, as individuals and
as organizations, need to be
mvohved in and aware of where
we are living.

{ have also been

While that was a good  §
job, someone else won
the election thig fall, and |
had to do something sise.
The job | found this fall is
nossibly even better, | am
now the Comrmunity
Elgison.

This is a relatively new

"The mission...af the

Community Relations
Commitiee is to increqse

O8CA’s participation in the

| wider Oberiin Community”” |

looking for ways to help
support other co-ops in
Chbetlin. They are
wonderful places, but
are often overlooked by
the residents of the
town as inaccessibe to
non-college students.
So far, through

position, and many
co-opers don't even know
that it exiats. For me, however,
this is one of the most impertant
jobs in OSCA, and definitely the
most infteresting. What do | love
abaut this position® What do |
do as a Community Liaison?

Those are questions that |
find myself pondering frequently.
The mission statement of the
Community Retations Commit-
tee is “to promote better
O3CA-Cbherlin residential com-
munity relations and to increase
DSCA's participation in the wider
Oberlin residential community”

Cur three main areas of
focus are communication,
resouree sharing, and educa-
tion. The Community Liaison
heads the Cammunity Relations
Comimittee and tries to make
that mission statement a dream
come true,

Last semester was a 5&-
mesier of exploration. Mo one
was too sure what dirgction this
ich, or the committes {1 head,
should be taking. We began

educational presentation involv- .
ing Langston-Bliss Houss,
5CA, the Afrikan Heritages
Housa's monitoring pyogram,
Shule, and O.H.1.0, the Cherlin
historical society, That was a
good start. Talking to residents
of Oberlin made me realize how
much more communication and
interaction could be hacpening
between OSCA and the rest of
the community. We are an
gnormous organization and
have a strong impact on our
surroundings. The impact can
be good, but it can also be
narmiul. it has been very re-
warding for me to worlk towards
creating a positive impact.
When | attended NASCO
{Morth American Student Coop-
efative Organization) in Oetaber,
| was surprised to find that
O3CA was one of the more
outwardlytooking and socially
conscientious of the student
co-operatives represented at the
conference. While atiending that

presantations at the
high schoaol, the bike
co-op has increased its mem-
bership by one high schood
stident who has bagun hanging
out there on weekends and is
censidering becoming a bike
mechanic. Hapefully this will

“help make the bike co-op

accessible to ather high schaol
students, whao won't feel too out
of place when they come.

Mungs $2.50°
Frisebees $E.00
& Blamts S7F.50H

Flease include :
$2.00 shipping and handling |
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A Co-op by Any Other Name...

| nroposed a namechange
tor Asia House in order to
eliminate confusion and to ba
morg accurate. Many studenis
axpect Asian food and program-
ming upon sesing the nams. In
faei, the ¢e-0p does not engags
in any offinial culivral program-
mirg i is merely located 15 the
Asia Program Mouss,

Thaere iz one exceplion,
however, Mambership policy
ressives 20 co-0p spots every
vear o Aska House rasidenis i
return for using the space, But
thers are no discuasions, cook
or foodd preferances gearad
towards Asian culiure, For this
reason | falt it inzappiopnats o
have the narma Asia Houss,

Theze ars the rassons for
my ronosal, bul § cannot speak

by Benjamin Sanders

for the co-op in it8 reascns
hehind approving to changa the
hame.

But, if we aren't going to call
ii Agia House, the guestion
atises of what shouid tha name
he? | proposed ‘Pyte inr, afier
the first co-cperative of GECA,
wihich has been torm down.

i feli that with a permansnt
change we should think of what
relevance our hew nams should
have i future co-op members. |
felt that many jokes containad In
other propesed narmas (ke "The
Co-op Formefly Know as Asia
Houze Co-00" or “Magnum Pyle
inn,” to he abbreviated Magnum
P would not make any sanss
or have any ralavance 1o mem-
bare & years rom now.

trr addition, | felt that neming
it Fyle Inn was a move to recog-
hize GSCA's strong and rich
history. Including the above
examples, thara were quite a
fews ather names suggested,
50MEe more NWmorous than
othars.

There was a divided apinicty
in the co-on One group of
peonie supportad the more
“conservative” ‘Pyle Inn’ and
another, more divided group
toutad a number of other
namss. ventugily, the co-op
agreed 1o reduce the final
numbar of possible namas
0 5 or so and vois on them.

A majority was needed, and Fyle
b won. 1 was made official
with bablots and board approwval.
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What is the name of “Bliss”

Located at 207 East College
Sireat, 0.5.C.A. owns a housea.
it's pretty big. blue, holds great
parties, and has a volleyball net
in the back - but what the hell is
its name? We always call it
“Blisg” without thinking. The
name seams short, easy to
remarmber -and it allows those
whe live there to let loose the
catchy slegan “I'm living in
Bliss!” But, is there somathing
we've forgotten here?

The name of that big, blue
house is not reatly just “Blisg™
house, it is Langston-Bliss
House. The Langston part, of
Langston-2liss, is of great
importance to the Obertin
community. John Mercer
Langston graduated from
Oberlin College in 1853, and
then went an to be admitted to
the Chio Bar as a lawyer, was
the first Afrcan-American to
hold elected office as
Brownhelm. Township Clerk,
and served 28 a Bepublican
Congressman from Virginia - the
onty black man to hold that
position until recently (1993). He
Hved in that big-bius house from

1856 - 1BE8. For this reason
Langston-Bliss houwse was
named a Natichal Historic
Landmark in 1979,

tany may ask, and itis a
good question, why is Bliss
retained with Langston as the
name of the house? It's been
told many a time in 0.8.C.A
that it was named as such
because O.3.C.A, purchased
the house from Eat & |sabelie
Bliss {in 1887). This is not the
end of the siory. After Langston
graduated from Coerlin College
in 1853, he studied law with
Philarmon Bligs, who was an
sbolitionist and a district judge In
Ebyria. Sart Bliss was, in fact, a
descendent of Philamon Bliss.
For thage reasons, it was fitting
to name the house
Langston-Bliss House.

The moral of this rigamarodl
is: when you are thinking about
that big-blus cff-campus house
owned by 0.5.CA, remamber
that it has more significance
than just having a ceol name.
It als¢ has a longer name:
Langston-Bliss, Lets try not o
forget it

Auibior: Dande! Orr d
ThelHi-Carps
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The FUOR Al (25004,

More grist for
The Milll

by Cindy Meyers

As the Publications
Coordinatar, | create The Al
OSCA's internal newsletter, once
a month, M've been having & iot
of fun deing my job so far,
primarily because G5CA has
offered me the freedom to
redesign The Mif into whatever
| choose. IFs taken many forms
in the past, but my primary goal
is to compuierize the whals
effort and make it look visually
appealing as well a5 mora
interesting to read.

Lately 've been hard at
work on the special Secret Lust
issuz, which is comprised of the
messages and poetry {(some of
it truly awfull) that co-cp mam-
bers write anonymously o each
other in belated celebration of
Valenting's Day. The AMilf accepts
alt forms of submissions, from
essays on the politics of vegan-
ism to erotic poetry volving
Hobarts to cartoons of OSCA
board members, We'd love to
hear about your post-0SCA
experiences - how does the
ca-operative spirit fit into your
life after Oberlin?

Any good recipes that woutd
feed seventy people? If you
have anything you'd like to
subrmit, please send it to the
FPublications Coordinater o/o
QOSCA, We ook forward to

hearing from you!




Waxing Poetic abouti the Hobart??

Sewne QSCA-influenced poctry b David Rees (he praduaced a fow yeiars ago: we dig these uph.

L When the sun sets, the steel of the machine catches some of its dying rays, holds fast to the
warmin: that it can never truly know. There is a sad. matallic melancholia in the sighs of the machine --
a coldness that is a curse, a tenseness that refuses to subside into warmith. This can never become nor
know the fundamental warmth or comfort of life. The anly warmth it knows is an abegrration, the scald-
ing waier that nps grime off the utensils. This is heat as 2 temperaturs, whose function itis not o
soothe -- rather, to destroy, to revert a piece of metal to iis “proper” state.

And the machine must comply, its duty is as ingrained as the name stamped into its chest:
HOBART. It hears this name, called throughout the day. But sadly, only in reference to its utiity. Never
is the name said in a delicate whisper, as is the name of a lover. A whisper would be so precious, and
so wonderfull if only one sweel uiterance of its name were prasented, it would he so cherished! Mose
preciols than any ¢em, any possible maintenance of s narts! More precious than the sunlight zo
desperately held by Hs steel, ever slipping away. To be a friend would be so wonderful,..

Il HLER B
S0 much depends My little fork must think it quesr Are there any forks feft?
upon To stop without 2 Hobart near Whezre the hell are the forks?
_ | dare not ask what mads it break Why do | never get a forx?
A silver-grey 0On the busiest evening of the year. I'm sick of using serving spoons.
Hobart P want a fork!
o | give my dirty plate a shake Whare are the forks?
Glazed with sink And marvel at the mess we make Go check in the kitchen.
waler The only other sound's the weep There're no forks in thers
_ _ Burmed nut dishwashers oft make but wait
B;s;de the dairy there’s something shiny
fridge The sirk is scary, dark. and deep, down there
RE'EUSE." fc,rl-rﬁs a moist dank heap irn the bottom C'f the the Hoban,
But there's no reason | should weep - i's aforkd
| hear it's just as bad at Keep, But it's stuck in the damn
i hear it's just as bad at Keep. Hobartt
The piece of shit is broken
again.
I'l get the fork
{” @g{ﬁ E 1 ' reaching down
_ BYites inte: the Hobart
: %}7@ Where is my finger?
_ U &@m What the hell Ihappened to my
finger?
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